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DESCRIPTIONS OF TWO NEW BIRDS FROM ALABAMA.

BY ARTHUR 11, HOWIELL.

Recent field work condueted by the Biological Survey in
Alabama has resulted in the discovery of undeseribed forms of
the common crow and of the towhee.  Both of these new forms
reachh the extreme of differentiation on the Gulf coast, the
towhee ranging nearly throughout Alabama and the crow still
farther north to southern 1llinois and the District of Columbia.
One interesting fact developed by these studies ig that neither
of the new races is closely related to the forms occupying penin-
sular Florida, nor are they strictly intermediate between the
latter and the northern races of the species. The crow is de-
cidedly smaller than the Florida Crow while the towhee is much
larger than the Florida Towhee and slightly larger even than
the northern race.

Corvus brachyrhynchos paulus subsp. nov.
SOUTHERN CROW.

Type from Bon Secour, Alabama. @ adnlt, No. 204,832, U, 8. Nat,
Mus., Biological Survey Collection. Oetober 24, 1908, A, 1[. Howell,
Orig. No. 741.

Characters.—Decidedly smaller than Corvus b. brachyrhynchos, with a
much slenderer bill.  Nearest to Coreus b. hesperis hut with shorter wing
and slightly larger bill.

Distribution —Alabama, Missiscippi, Louisiana, southeastern Texas,
Georgia (2), South Carolina, and north to the District of C'oluinbia and
southern Illinois.

Measurements.—Type ( @ adult): wing, 2731 tail, 165; exposed culmen,
465 depth of bill at nostrils, 16.5; tarsas, 54; middle toe, 34, Average
of 4 adult males from Autaugaville, Alabama: wing, 290 (285-300); tail,
170 (166-178) 5 exposed culmen, 51 (47-54); depth of bill at nostrils, 17.5
(17-18) ; tarsus, 60.5 (60-6G1); middle toe, 33.9 (31-36.5). Average of 3
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adult females from eoast of Alabamua: wing, 274.3 (270-280); tail, 162.7
(155=168) 5 exposed culmen, 43.8 (45.5-46) ; depth of hill at nostrils, 16.2
(16-16.5) 5 tarsus, 57 (54-59); middle toe, 33 (32-34).

Remarks.—Thisx new race of the common crow seems to be fully as well
characterized as the other recognized subspecies.  Although the hird is
nearest to . b. hesperis in size, its range apparently is separated from
the range of hesperis by a strip of eountry in central Texas in which no
crows breed.  Specimens examined from east Texas are apparently inter-
mediate between brachyrhynchos and paunlus. A series of 9 hreeding
birds from the District of Columbin and vicinity are also somewhat inter-
mediate, but much nearer to paulus. This formy shows no approach to
pascuus, the resident bird of south Florida, which has much larger hill
and feet. A breeding male from Christehurel Parish, South Carolina, is
typical pauwlus and a breeding female from Mt. Carmel, Illinois, is
apparently nearest to this form.

Since Corvis brachyrhynchos has now heen separated into five races, it
seems desirable to fix the type locality of the original form. Brehm, in
deseribing the species,® attributes it to North America, without mention
of a definite locality. The measurements given by him (length, 1914
inches; tail, 814 inches; bill 23 lines) indicate a large bird and there is
every probability that his specimen came from northeastern America.
The large form is known to oceur throughout New England and the type
Tocality is hereby fixed at vieinity of Boston, Massachusetts.

Spectmnens coeamined.—Total number 24, from the following localities:

Alabama: Autangaville, 6; Bayou La Batre, 1; Bon Secour, 1; Florence,
15 Whistler, 1.
ssippi: Fayette, 1.

Louisiana: Tallulah, 1.

Texas, Sour Lake, 1.

Nouth Carolina: Christchureh Parish, 1.
Virginia: Falls Chareh, 5; Addison, 1.
Maryland: Bladensburg, 1; Garrett Park, 1.
District of Columhia: Washington, 1.
Illinois: Mt. Carmel, 1.

¥ Beitrage zur Vogelkunde, 11, 1822, pp. 37, H6.
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Deseviptions of Two New Bivds from Alabama.

Howell
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Tapre oF CoMPARATIVE DMEASUREMENTS oF THE Races or Corvus
hrachyrhynchos.*

Ex- | Depth Mid-
Males Wing  Tail | posed of bill | Tarsus dle
|culmen| 0. | toe

nmtrl]s‘

(‘ ])r‘l(h)rh)nchus brachyrhynchox 321 182 | 51.5 | 19.5 ‘ 3
pascuus . . .. 504 7 al.5 | 19 ‘ 62.5

e o hesperis . . . 3025 171 47.5 | 16.5 | 57.5

o ‘e paulust . . . 290 170 | 5l 17.5 | 60

‘e t aurinus ... 28505 163 4T ‘ 16.5 | 51

Females | | i

() hr‘\('hy'hymhml»m(ll\rh\n(*llm 305 | 177 |48 18 | 35

o pascuus . ... tH 169 | 51 19 38

‘o ¢ hesperis 169.5] 45.5 16 | Ai >

aa o pauloss | 167 | 47 ‘ 16.3 ‘tit}

“ e caurinus 153 | 45 16 | 4 30.5

Pipilo erythrophthalmus canaster subsp. nov.
. ALABAMA TOWHERL.

Type from Spring IHill near Mobile, Alabama. @ adult, No. 207,771,
U. S. Nat. Mus., Biological Survey Collection. May 8, 1911, A, .
Howell.  Original No. 944.

Characters.—Similar to P. e. erythrophthalmus, but with larger bill
and slightly longer tail; white markings on tail feathers less extensive;
sides and flanks averaging paler; females with head, neck, chest, and
upper parts more grayish (dark olive-brown instead of Prout’s brown);
iris red.

Distribution.—Greater part of Alabama excepting extreme northern
counties where it grades into erythrophthalinus; eastern and western
limits of range unknown.

Color.—Females: Upper parts varying from dark olive-brown to clove-
brown ; top of head somewhat hrowner (sepia or bistre); throat and chest
pale fuscons, shading to bistre; otherwise as in erythrophthalimus.

Measarements.—Average of 8 adult males from Alabama: wing, 89

(85-93) ;5 tail, 97 (90-101); exposed culmen, 14.9 (14-16); depth of bill
at base, 10.2 (10-11); tarsusg, 29.9 (28-32) middle toe, 19.9 (19-21.5);
length of white spot on outermost tail-feather, 28.7 (26-33). Female
(type): wing, S6; tail, 96; exposed culmen, 14; depth of lull at base,
10.3; tarsus, 293 middle toe, 19; length of white spot on ontermost tail-
feather, 24.5.

Remarks.—This new race may be recognized in either sex by the rela-
tively small amount of white on the tail, as compared with erythrophthal-
mus, and by the large size and red eyes as compared with alleni.  Females
are much more grayish than those of either erythrophthalmus or alleni.
The hird is probably in the main non-migratory, and occurs locally in
moderate numbers throughout Alabama and probably adjacent parts of
Georgia and \[lwhxlppx

* All measurements, e\eept tlmse of paulus from Ridgway’s * Birds of North and
Middle Amerieca.”

+ Average of 4 adults from Autaugaville, Alabama.

1 Average of 5 adults from southern Alabama.



